














CLARION’S PLAN 
FOR STORMWATER 

Clarion Borough faces a major 
challenge as its aging stormwater 

system deteriorates. How do we find 
the millions needed for renovations 
without overly burdening taxpayers? 

There’s a solution.

A fair share from everyone 
The Clarion Borough Stormwater 

Authority has established a  
stormwater fee. All property owners 
will contribute, including those that 
are tax exempt, as a way to avoid 
property tax increases that could 

greatly exceed the fee.

The Clarion Borough 
Stormwater Authority 

Members of the Board 
Jason Noto, Chairman 

Ben Aaron, Vice Chairman 
Chuck Bartley, Treasurer 
Tom DiStefano, Secretary 
Bill Miller, Board Member 

The Authority was established by the 
Clarion Borough Council in 2016. Members of 
the Board are appointed by Borough Council. 


The Authority meets in the Clarion Borough 
offices every 2nd. Thursday of the month, and 
on the 4th. Thursday of the month when 
needed. Meeting times are 5:30 p.m. in Jan., 
Feb., Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov. and Dec.; and  
7 p.m. in March, April, May, June and July.


For more information on the Authority and 
Clarion’s plan for stormwater, contact Todd 
Colosimo at tcolosimo@clarionboro.org or 
226-7707 ext 109, or visit the web.

On the web: www.clarionboro.org 
On Facebook: Clarion Borough 
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Give Yourself Credit

The Authority has a multi-year plan to address 
the most pressing stormwater problems with  
the flexibility to handle the unexpected.

The major projects shown in blue will be 
handled by contractors hired through the 
bidding process. Smaller projects will be 

Those who help reduce stormwater 
problems should get some credit, so 
the Stormwater Authority has a credit 
policy — a way to give landowners a 
break on the fee when they reduce the 
amount of flow into the stormwater 
system. The chart shows the amount 
of savings. There are five kinds of 
credits or discounts. • Downspout 
disconnection: up to 10% for having 
downspouts that empty onto grass or 
gardens where water can soak in. 
• Low impact parcel credit: up to 
25% for properties with a small amount of IA 
compared to the total acreage of the parcel. 
• Education credit: up to 10% for schools and 
churches teaching young people about the 
importance of stormwater management.

• Control structure credit: Up to 25% for 
retaining or slowing stormwater runoff. 
• Partnership Credit: a variable % for finding 
innovative stormwater solutions. Contact the 
Authority for more information on credits.

There’s Work To Do All Over the Borough

carried out by the Borough’s Public 
Works crew in coordination with 
street work when possible. Repairing 
Center Place is the major project for 
2019. Major projects for the near 
future include work along Sunset 
Drive, Second Avenue, Greenville 
Avenue, Toby Hill, Grand Avenue, 
Wood Street, Trout Run and other 
areas. The schedule may change due 
to emergencies, newly discovered 
problems and budget considerations.



Our Stormwater System 
When it rains more than a little, or snows 

and then melts, we call it stormwater. When 
stormwater lands on roofs and pavements, the 
water flows off quickly and can become a real 
problem if not carefully managed. Stormwater 
runoff can flood streets and basements. It can 
turn pretty little creeks into raging, dangerous 
torrents. It can erode the land, create gullies, 
wash away valuable soil and undermine 
roadways and buildings. 

Stormwater management means 
infrastructure — curbs, drains, culverts, and 
pipes. That requires planning, construction, 
maintenance and repair. It requires money. 

Clarion Borough Council created the 
Clarion Borough Stormwater Authority to find 
a way to pay for stormwater infrastructure in 
an equitable and citizen-friendly way. 

Stormwater runoff is based on impervious 
area or IA - roofs and pavements where water 
does not soak in. All properties in the borough 
have some IA and contribute to runoff, but not 
all properties help pay the cost. 29 percent of 
the IA in Clarion is on tax exempt property, 
leaving two-thirds of the property owners to 
cover 100 percent of the cost. 

Tax-exempt 
properties in 
Clarion Borough 
contain nearly a 
third of the total 
Impervious area  
while paying no 
taxes to support the 
stormwater system.

The Challenge 
The borough has 17 miles of stormwater 

pipes and hundreds of storm drain inlets and 
other components. Most of these facilities were 
initially installed in the first half of the 20th 
Century, with some being replaced or repaired 
over the years since. But the majority of the 
stormwater pipelines are original, made of 
metal or clay tile. They are rusting away and 
falling apart — leaking and collapsing, 
clogging with debris, causing backups and 
sinkholes and undermining streets.  

A major pipeline under South Center Place, 
the alley between Fifth and Sixth avenues, has 
collapsed, causing sinkholes in the roadway, 
flooding from backups and requiring a $1.9 
million repair project. A 5-year program to 
make other badly-needed repairs and upgrades 
is estimated to cost around $5 million. 

We can’t ignore the matter. Poorly managed 
stormwater leads to flash foods, drowned 
basements, yards that look like ponds, streets 
that look like rivers, earth carved into gullies, 
homes and buildings damaged or destroyed, 
streets and bridges undermined or washed 
away. These problems can become disasters 
such as the flash floods which struck the area 
and took lives in Clarion County in 1996. 

Much of the land in Clarion Borough is 
owned by tax-exempt organizations, and this 
places a heavy burden on tax-paying property 
owners. Faced with expensive stormwater 
renovations, Borough Council established the 
Clarion Borough Stormwater Authority 
(CBSA). Authorities cannot charge taxes, but  
can charge fees for the services they provide. 
Governments and non-profits are exempt from 
taxes, but not from fees. The CBSA charges all 
property owners, including non-profits, for 
managing the stormwater that flows from the 
impervious area (IA) on those properties. 

This stormwater fee is based on the square 
footage of impervious area on all properties. 
This way, all those who contribute to the 
burden of managing stormwater help pay the 
cost. If property taxes were used to pay for 
stormwater improvements, it could mean an 
estimated 10 to 13 mill property tax increase. 
The stormwater fee will cost the average 
homeowner perhaps only half as much as if it 
were charged as property tax. Clarion 
Borough Council and the CBSA feel the 
stormwater fee is a fair and economical 
solution to a serious financial challenge.

An Equitable Solution: The Stormwater Fee 

The Authority devised a tiered structure with 
fees based on the amount of IA on a property, 
with each tier covering a range of 1,000 square 
feet of IA. Billing is quarterly, with most 
landowners paying $9 multiplied by the tier 
number each quarter. Large properties with

more than 6,500 square feet of IA are billed 
$9 per 1,000 square feet rounded to the 
nearest 100 square feet. Discounts known as 
credits are available to landowners who limit 
or control stormwater runoff. There is an 
appeals process to handle disputes about IA.


	On the web: www.clarionboro.org

