
Work To Be Done 
Work on the stormwater system is needed all 
over the borough and there is a preliminary 
schedule to address the most pressing issues 
over the next five years. The total five-year cost 
is estimated at $6 million.The tentative schedule 
for projects by outside contractors: 


Year One – Center Place.

Year Two – Sunset Drive, Second Avenue 
Whitehill Place and Greenville Avenue.


Year Three – East Wood Street; North Third 
and North Fifth avenues; and Toby Road at the 
boat launch.


Year Four – Jefferson Place; Franklin Street; 
and Eighth Avenue at Church Road.

Year Five – Grand Avenue, stream restoration 
of Trout Run.


The Clarion Borough 
Stormwater Authority 
Members of the Board 

Jason Noto, Chairman


Ben Aaron, Vice Chairman


Chuck Bartley, Treasurer


Tom DiStefano, Secretary


Bill Miller, Board Member


The Authority meets on the fourth Monday of the 
month at 7 p.m. in the Clarion Borough offices. 
The Authority was established by the Clarion 
Borough Council in 2016. Members of the board 
are appointed by the Council. 


For more information on the Clarion Borough 
Stormwater Authority and Clarion’s Plan for 
Stormwater, contact Todd Colosimo at 
tcolosimo@clarionboro.org or 226-7707 ext 109.

CLARION’S PLAN 
FOR STORMWATER 

Clarion Borough faces a major challenge as 
its aging stormwater system deteriorates: 
how to find the millions of dollars it will 
need for major renovations without overly 
burdening taxpayers. There’s a solution.

Everyone will pay their fair share  
though the Clarion Borough 

Stormwater Authority’s 

Stormwater Fee.


Much of the borough’s stormwater 
flows from properties that are tax 

exempt – but no one will be exempt 
from the Stormwater Fee. 

One the web: www.clarionboro.org 
On Facebook: Clarion Borough 

Stormwater Authority 

The Clarion Borough Public Works crews will 
carry out smaller repair projects over five years 
at Grand Avenue Extension, South Sixth 
Avenue at Boundary Street, North Keatley 
Place, Wood Street at Veterans Drive, Frontier 
Way, Horizon Heights, Eastwood Drive, 
Fairview Avenue, and the end of Tippen Drive.



Our Stormwater System 
When it rains more than a little, or when it snows 
and them melts, we call it stormwater. When 
stormwater lands on roofs and pavements, this 
water flows off quickly and can become a real 
problem if it is not carefully managed and 
controlled. Stormwater runoff  can flood streets 
and basements. It can turn pretty little creeks into 
raging, dangerous torrents. It can erode the land, 
creating gullies, washing away valuable soil and 
undermining roadways and buildings.

Stormwater management means infrastructure – 
curbs, drains, culverts, pipes, and more. That 
requires planning, construction, maintenance and 
repair. And all that requires money.

Clarion Borough has created the Clarion Borough 
Stormwater Authority to find a way to pay for 
stormwater infrastructure in the most equitable and 
citizen-friendly way possible.
 We can’t ignore the matter. Poorly managed 

stormwater leads to flash foods, drowned 
basements, yards that look like ponds, streets that 
look like rivers, earth carved into gullies, homes 
and buildings damaged or destroyed, streets and

The Challenge 
The borough has 17 miles of stormwater pipes 
and hundreds of storm drain inlets and other 
components. Most of these facilities were initially 
installed in the first half of the 20th Century, with 
some being replaced or repaired over the years 
since. But the majority of the stormwater pipelines 
are original, made of metal or clay tile. They are 
rusting away and falling apart – leaking and 
collapsing, clogging with debris, causing backups 
and sinkholes and undermining streets. A major 
pipeline under South Center Place, the alley 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues, is collapsing, 
with sinkholes opening in the roadway and on 
private property. Fixing Center Place will cost 
around $1.9 million. A five-year program to make 
the most needed repairs and replacements is 
estimated at more than $6 million.

Stormwater runoff is based on impervious area or 
IA - roofs and pavements where water does not 
soak in. All properties in the borough have some 
IA and contribute to runoff, but not all properties 
help pay the cost of stormwater management. 29 
percent of the IA in Clarion is on tax exempt 
property, leaving two thirds of the property 
owners to cover 100 percent of the cost.

Impervious Area  
on tax-exempt 
properties in 
Clarion Borough 
makes up nearly a 
third of the total, 
while paying no 
taxes to support 
the stormwater 
system.

bridges undermined or washed away. We’re not 
immune to these problems; they can become 
disasters such as the flash floods which struck the 
area and took lives in Clarion County in 1996.

Steel plates cover sinkholes on Center Place.

An Equitable Solution 
Much of the land in Clarion Borough is owned by 
tax-exempt organizations, and this places a heavy 
burden on tax-paying property owners. Faced with 
expensive stormwater renovations, Borough 
Council established the Clarion Borough 
Stormwater authority (CBSA). Authorities cannot 
charge taxes, but can charge fees for the services 
they provide. Governments and non-profits are 
exempt from taxes, but not from fees. 

The CBSA may charge all property owners, 
including non-profits, for managing the stormwater 
that flows from the impervious areas on those 
properties. The CBSA is proposing to charge a 
stormwater fee based on the square footage of 
impervious area on all properties. This way, all 
those who contribute to the burden of managing 
stormwater would help pay the cost. What would 
be the cost? Exact figures are not yet known. If 
property taxes were used to pay for needed 
stormwater improvements, it would mean, 
conservatively, an estimated 13-mill property tax 
increase. The stormwater fee will cost the average 
homeowner significantly less – perhaps only half 
as much as if it were charged as property tax 

Clarion Borough Council and the CBSA feel the 
stormwater fee is a fair and economical solution to 
a serious financial challenge.


